Reading a Biography -
Here is a passage about Thomas Edison. Read the passage.

Then do Numbers 1 through 8.

.Imagine what life would be like without any lights.
~ What would it be like at nighttime? It would be hard to
see where you were going or to read a book. Thanks to AN
Thomas Edison, people don’t have to live in the dark. A
He invented the first light bulb in 1879. Thomas Edison ;
spent his whole life thinking up new ideas. o 4 : “
. 'Thomas was born in Milan, Ohio, in 1847. His- / '
- Mnother was a teacher. His father was a carpenter. % ' - \
- Thomas liked to think, even as a young boy. ‘ x "
Sometimes he bothered his teachers because AN C
he asked so many questions. _ -
When he was o}dér, Thomas began doing je .
his own experiments. He got his first job fa
When he was thirteen. He wanted to earn N A ';-/_3‘
money of his own. He used the money to buy SN\ aad
things he needed for his experiments. , B _ -
: ‘ ‘When he was grown, = @ .- |
Thomas had his own laboratory. He often
worked about twenty hours a day on his
experiments. Sometimes he did not know if it
was daytime or nighttime. N
Thomas Edison died in 1931. He created
many new inventions. It was the light bulb,
though, that made the greatest change in the

way people live. |
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1 Who is not mentioned in the story"

" ® Edison’s mother
® Edison’s wife

© Edison’s father
® Edison’s teachers

. Thomas spent his whole life
@ helping others.

® working to earn money.
© thinking up new ideas.
® building his laboratory.

. Why did young Thomas sometimes

bother hls teachers‘?
because he did not like school

because he asked SO many
questions, .

‘because te would not do what
.he was told -

because he did not do h1s
-‘.homework :

@@

Whlch of these is a fact?

@ Edison was the smartest
inventor.

® Edison was a great student.
© Edison was born in Ohio.
©

The best invention ever was the .

light bulb.

5. Why did Thomas get a job whenhe
was thirteen? | *
® He wanted to try something new.
® He needed money to help his

family.
© He needed money to buy anew
Jaboratory.
©

He wanted money to buy the
things he needed for his
experiments.

6. Which of these best explains why

Edison sometimes did not know if it
was daytime or nighttime?

® He never went outdoors.

‘He had not yet invented the hght
bulb.

®

© . He was so busy working that he |
didn’t take time to notice.

®©

He was not very smart.

7. What is the best name for ttus

passage?

® “Making Light Bulbs”
® “AFamous Inventor”
© “New Ideas” |
® “Fun Experiments”

The writer wrote this passage mainly
to tell

® " how Thomas Edison got his
ideas.

~® where Thomas Edison lived.
© how Thomas EdlSOIl lived. -
® whenthe hght bulb was

ot invented. ‘m;]f
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"+ «For Numbers 9 through 11, read more

about Thomas Edison. For each
—numbered blank, there is a list of
‘words. Choose the word Jrom each list
that best completes the paragraph.

Thomas Edison also liked to make
inventions work better Alexander
GrahamBellhad ___ 9 the
telephone in 1876. Edison spent time
working on Bell’s telephone. He made
10 thathelped the telephone
work better than before. Even after he
had invented the light bulb, Edison did
not stop. He went right to work
finding new ways to make an even
M lightbulb.

found
bought
invented
discovered
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For Numbers 12 and 13, read the
passage. Then answer the questions.

Thomas Edison made over one
thousand inventions. He even
invented a way of saving, or
recording, sound. Years later, he
invented a way to make moving
pictures. Moving pictures were the
first kind of movies. These two
inventions led Edison to create
another invention. In 19183, he found
a way to make the first moving
pictures that had sound.

12. We know Edison lived long
ago because

® " he made over one thousand
inventions.

® he found a way of saving light.
© heliked to invent things.
C)

he invented the first kind
of movie.

13. Which of these words best descnbes
Thomas?

@ lazy
shy
© friendly
® clever




Read the sentences for Numbers 14 and
15. Fiind the sentence that tells '
 mething that could really happen.

14. ® The dog asked the children
if she could play.

The dog ran after the
children’s ball.

© The dog promised to return
the ball if she could play.

® The dog threw the ball back
to the children.

15. @ The clouds thought it was
time for some rain.

The rain splashed on the
window.

© Itrained so hard that every
house filled with water.

® The plants thanked the clouds
for the water.

Writing

You have read about Thomas Edison and how he invented the light bulb. What do you
think life would be like without the light bulb? Write two or three sentences that tell

[ hat you think.




Readmg a Folktale
Here 15 afolktale Jrom Africa. Read the folktale. Then do Numbers 1 through 8.

How Did the Moon Get in the Sky?

Long ago in Africa, there wis a spider. The
spider had many adventures One night, the
spider was walking in the forest He found

- something strange and wonderful. It was a great
circle of light. The light was shining brightly,

The spider thought that the light was
beautiful. He décided to take it home: “I will
give the light to one of my six sons,” said the
spider. “But which son will I give it to?” The
spider could not decide.

All six of the spider’s sons Wanted the

& Dbeattiful light. So the spider ealled to the

8 Mother of Al Things. “Please help me,” he asked
B het. “Tell me what to. do.I varit each of my sons
to be happy.”

The Mother of All Things hstened Then she
thought long and hard. Fma]ly she decided What
must be done. :

The Mother of All Things decided that no one
person-should have the light. She reached down
and picked up the beautiful shining light. She
threw the light into the sky. Everyorie could see
and enjoy the beautiful light. That is how the

moon came to be in the sky
b 3

5 Go on to next page







1. - Where did the spider ﬁnd the great

circle of light?
. @ inthesky

. ® in the forest
© in the grass
® inthe jungle

. What did the spider want to do with
the great circle of light? |

@ keep it for himself

® share it with the world

© give it to one of his sons

)] glve it to the Mother of All Things

. Why did the spider call to the Mother
of All Things?

® because he needed help ﬁndmg
his sons

because he Wanted to meet her

because he wanted to kriow
what the great circle was

“because he needed help deadmg
what to do

@@@

The boxes show some things that

hqppened in the folktale.
The spider || The spider
was decided to

take the
light home.

walking in_
the forest. -

4. Whlch of these belongs in box 27
The splder went home.

The spider called to the Mother
of All Things.

The spider found somethmg
strange and wonderful.

The Mother of All Things
listened to the spider.
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5. When the spider found the circle of

light, how did he feel?
® foolish

® brave

© happy .

© Dbeautiful

. The Mother of All Things put the

moon in the sky because she

@ didn't want the spider to have it.

® wanted many people to see and
emoy it. o

© wanted to hide the moon from
-the spxder

(3)

Wanted the moon to be near '
the sun” .

. Whatis the folkta.le mostly about?

how the moon got in the sky
where splders can be found
‘“why splders livein the forest

how the Mother of All Thlngs
got hername - - -

. You can tell this folktale is

make-believe because
® spidersdo not walk in the forest

no one can throw the moon into
the sky.

®
© themoon does not shme bnghtly
® |

1o one can see the moon in A

the sky.
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For Numbers 9 through 11, read about
* Jollkctales. For each numbered blank,
there is a list of words. Choose the word

" from each list that best completes the

10.

\' paragraph.

B A folktale is a special kind of
story. Long ago, many people could
not — 9 orwrite. This meant
| that they could not read stories from
a book. They also could not write
their stories. But they could do
something else. They could create
— 19 in their mind. They could
then tell these stories aloud. These
stories would be told by others over
and over again for many years. That

is how _...._11___ began

decide
hiri]

read

talk

©66 6

words
stories
pictures
thoughts
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1.

stories
ideas
writing
folktales
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For Numbers 12 and 13, read the
passage. Then answer the questions.

The folktale about the spider
tells how the moon came to be in
the sky. Of course, this is not how
the moon really came to be in the
sky. But long ago, people did not
know how to explain things. They
did not understand what the moon
or the sun was. So, folktales
became a way of making up a
story to tell about such things.

12. Long ago, people did not understand
@ what a folktale was.
how to explain spiders.
© how to make up stories.
® what the moon was.

13. Which of these best explains why
some folktales were made up?

® They were a way to practice
reading.

They were a fun Way to pass
the time. -

®

© They explained thmgs that
“people did not understand.

®

They were a way to explain
how to make up stories.




Read the sentences for Numbers 14 and 15. ® Jason tried on his new jacket.

15. Find the sentence that tells Jason wished he had bought a
. _mething that could not really happen. " different jacket. gh

®e

14.® Birds were chirping in the trees. © “Why don't you like me?” asked
The leaves of the trees blew in thejacket.
the wind. ® Jason and his father boughtthe
© The trees asked the birds to jacket on Tuesday.
| be quiet.- ‘ ' .
© - The baby birds were hungry. “—j

Writing

You have read a folktale that told how the moon came to be in the sky But what about
the sun? How do you think the sun came to be in the sky? Write two or three sentences
at could be part of a folktale that tells how the sun came to be in the sky.




